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BROADBAND INTERNET - USE OF FUTURE FUND 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [5.43 pm]:  Before I was interrupted, I was explaining 
John Howard’s flat-earth policy.  I drew comparisons between that and another policy that we in Western 
Australia are all familiar with.  During the 2005 election campaign, a similar approach was taken, and that was 
Colin’s canal.  The opposition had the idea that a canal would come from the Kimberley to Perth.  I think it 
assumed that gravity would bring the water down.   
Several members interjected. 
Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  That is right; gravity would bring the water down because Australia’s situation in 
the world means that water just runs down naturally.  I do not know whether John Howard got his policy from 
Colin.   
Hon Bruce Donaldson:  You’re sleep-deprived, I think. 
Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  No; I think Howard was and it is quite evident from his broadband policy.  John 
Howard was going to throw $1 billion towards fixing the broadband situation, which would have delivered 
wireless broadband network coverage to about only 50 per cent of the people it was intended to service.  We ask 
ourselves why this flat-earth policy would deliver wireless broadband to only 50 per cent of the community.  
That is because wireless broadband has difficulty passing through mountains and hills.  During the campaign, the 
then Minister for Communications, Information Technology and the Arts, Senator Helen Coonan, admitted that 
there was a fault in that broadband policy because it could not get through the topography of certain areas.   
Plenty of articles have been published in the paper recently on the Howard government’s policy on broadband.  
An article in The West Australian of 1 November 2007 states - 

A right-wing think tank has savaged the coalition’s broadband policy, saying the Howard Government 
has over-egged its claims of the coverage that could be achieved with its preferred wireless network. 
. . . 

Institute research fellow Chris Berg said Communications Minister Helen Coonan’s assertion that a 
$1 billion WiMAX wireless network would give households broadband coverage up to 25km away 
from base stations did not stack up.  Mr Berg said WiMAX technology delivered broadband speeds 
within a range of 10km or 15km, and only in optimal conditions. 

“When considering environmental and topographical factors, a maximum range of as little as one or 
two kilometres is entirely possible,” Mr Berg writes in the IPA’s Review. 

It goes on - 

“What appears to be blanket coverage is now revealed as relatively spartan . . . it is highly unlikely that 
the $1 billion grant for rural (WiMAX) broadband will produce the services advertised.” 
. . .  

Labor’s communications spokesman Stephen Conroy - 

Who I believe will be the new Minister for Communications - 

said the institute report confirmed the Opposition’s findings that the Government’s fixed wireless 
broadband plan would not deliver on its promises. 

Senator Conroy, who has likened broadband coverage under the WiMAX plan to Swiss cheese, said the 
Government’s policy assumed the earth was flat.  “John Howard cannot rewrite the laws of physics . . .  

We saw that over the weekend with the massive defeat of the Howard government.  I think that one of the main 
policies that contributed to that defeat was broadband.   

When our economy is booming with the growth of China and demand for our resources, we must capitalise on it. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


